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“Do we have to do this today?” moans Jarrod, wishing he had kept his mouth shut. 

“Yes,” replies Tamara.

As they enter Tamara’s classroom, Jarrod says, “I still can’t get over how old everything seems in the 
building. When are they going to update the decor, not to mention your textbooks?”

Tamara ignores his comment. She turns on the only computer in the room and retrieves her papers while 
she waits for the computer to get up and running. Then she launches her Internet browser and begins to 
alphabetize her papers, because she knows it will take several minutes before the computer is ready.

Jarrod waits impatiently. “How long is this going to take?”

“Well, if we had new computers with wireless Internet connections like at your school, we’d be out of 
here by now. But I don’t have those perks, so just give me a couple of minutes.”

Tamara uses the researchers’ names from the newspaper article to find the original study online. “Good, 
it was published early this year,” she says, and sends the print job to the printer in the main office. 
“Come on. I’ll grab the printout. I can read while you drive us.”

As they walk to the office, Tamara can’t help herself. “I suppose you have your own printer in your class-
room and don’t have to walk to the main office all the time.”

“As a matter of fact, I do,” replies Jarrod. “You know you could get a job in my school district anytime. 
Remember, you chose to work here. Don’t give me a hard time because I chose not to.”

As they drive to their next stop, Tamara begins to read and launches into a tirade: “Well, they used col-
lege students, not K-12 students. Oh, can you believe this? They didn’t even use official records to find 
GPAs. They simply asked students to provide their GPA on a survey.”

“Why do you care so much? It’s just one newspaper article in the back of the paper,” replies Jarrod.

Tamara continues her tirade. “Because parents and most other teachers won’t take the time to read the 
actual study and see that the newspaper article is misleading. People won’t realize that the achievement 
gap is still present in K-12 classrooms 
and will expect all teachers to have 
students with similar achievement 
levels. That’s unrealistic. If journalists 
were actually trying to inform the 
public—instead of spewing out 
stories on movie stars in rehab—they 
would explain why the achievement 
gap exists. It’s not even about ethnic-
ity; it’s about socioeconomic status.”

“Maybe you should write a letter to 
the editor,” suggests Jarrod. 

“Maybe I will,” Tamara says.

ASSESS:
1.	 How might the different schools in which Tamara and Jarrod work influence the importance 

each places on understanding achievement differences?

2.	 Should teachers be concerned with what type of students participate in research studies like 
the one reported in the newspaper article? Why or why not?

3.	 How would you respond to a parent whose child is not achieving as well as others but who 
believes that all students should perform equally well?

©
 iStockphoto.com

/ Steve D
ebenport


